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Introduction

Lebanon higher education sector is still facing the same challenges as it was 12 years 
ago when the European Union Tempus programme entered the country. Quality, 
expansion, good governance, relevance to society and to non-organised labour market, 
internationalisation and students employability are only a sample of those challenges.

Erasmus+ has been designed to succeed Tempus, Erasmus Mundus andmany other EU 
programmes. It comes at a moment when Lebanese higher education institutions still 
need to be supported by their counterparts in Europe and beyond. In such integrated 
programme, Lebanese universities can benefit from further opportunities to build 
partnerships and to organise mobility schemes for students and academics to study, train 
and gain work experience abroad.

The real challenge that the Lebanese universities will have to face with the launching of 
this new programme is in succeeding to submit projects of higher quality and of more 
relevance to the country’s needs. They will also have to articulate the partnership projects 
and the different mobility offers to reach complementarity and maximise the impact.

What is so special in this year’s event?

Three facts make this year’s information campaign special and important.

The first is that the event comes at a turning point between Tempus and Erasmus Mundus 
and the new more integrated Erasmus+ programme, which builds on the successes and 
achievements of the last 12 years. No doubt, Tempus has made an impact on Lebanese 
higher education sector. Some figures reflecting the quantitative aspects of this impact 
can be looked at the end of this reader. However, an in-depth examination should be 
conducted to see how Lebanese higher education system, through Tempus, has succeeded 
in facing some of the challenges mentioned at the introduction of this reader, and what 
are the main areas in which Lebanese universities managed to make improvements via 
Tempus.

The second is the launching of the new Erasmus+ programme with its international 
components, Credit Mobility for staff and students, Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees 
and Capacity Building projects, in addition to the six Jean Monnet Actions. A window for 
other EU programmes like Marie Sklowdoska Curie for research is also opened to Lebanese 
universities. Erasmus+ is a programme with a much higher expectation in terms of scope, 
objectives and outreach.

The third is that for the first time, this type of information campaign is not in close proximity 
to the premises of the National Erasmus+ Office at the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education. It is hosted by one of the Lebanese higher education institutions, and particularly 
at the Notre Dame University outside the Lebanese capital. With this, many messages are 
intended to be sent:everyLebanese higher education institution is regarded as a neutral 
space of freedom and tolerance, cooperation and networking. The universities are the real 
beneficiaries of this programme and they should exercise  a degree of ownership of this 
programme. The interuniversity cooperation remains one of the leading objective of this 
programme and the bottom-up approach is one of its characteristics.



The Notre Dame University 

Notre Dame University - Louaize (NDU) is a Lebanese private, non-profit, Catholic institution 
of higher education, which adopts the American model of liberal arts education.NDU was 
founded in 1987 by the Maronite Order of the Holy Virgin Mary. 

NDU offers quality instruction at a variety of degree levels and offers opportunities for 
research in various fields of interest for Lebanese and foreign students alike in a spirit of 
openness that embraces all cultures, regardless of race, gender, color, religion, or sect.

Faculty Members (Fall 2013-2014): 242 Full-time and 468 Part-time faculty members

Students (Fall 2013): 7404 students: Females 2860 (39%), Males 4544 (61%)

Alumni: 13815

Majors: NDU offers 57 Bachelors and 22 Master degrees

Real Estate Holdings in Square Meters: 146,550

7 Faculties offering Architecture, Art and Design, Business Administration and Economics, 
Engineering, Humanities, Law and Political Science, Natural and Applied Sciences, 
Nursing and Health Sciences

NDU has been very active in Tempus and Erasmus Mundus and has been involved in 7 
Tempus projects and a couple of Erasmus Mundus partnership projects.

International components of Erasmus+ 

The international components of Erasmus+ that are going to be presented during this 
infoday and which are meant by this call for proposals are: Capacity Building in higher 
education, International Credit Mobility, Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees and 
the Jean Monnet Actions. The Research Marie Sklodowska Curie actions will also be 
presented.

Capacity Building (projects to be submitted by 10 February 2015)

Capacity Building Projects are transnational cooperation projects between higher education 
institutions (HEIs) in the Programme Countries and Partner Countries aiming at:

supporting the modernisation, accessibility and internationalisation of Higher - 
Education in Partner Countries,
establishing an area of cooperation between the EU and the Partner Countries (and - 
among the Partner Countries), 
promoting voluntary convergence with EU developments in the field of higher - 
education, 
promote people to people contacts.- 

As was the case with Tempus, Erasmus+ will support two types of projects: Joint Projects 
and Structural Projects.

International Credit Mobility (projects to be submitted by 4 March 2015)

This is an extension of the current European Erasmus programme to non-EU countries. 
It will fund mobility between Programme Countries universities and Partner Countries 
universities (in both directions) of (i) students to either study at a partner institution or 
gain work experience abroad; and (ii) university staff to teach or be trained abroad.

www.ndu.edu.lb



Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degrees (projects to be submitted by 4 March 2015)

Joint Master Degrees (JMD) are high-level integrated international study programmes 
delivered by a consortium of European and (where relevant) non-European universities. 
They aim at increasing the quality and the attractiveness of the European Higher Education 
Area (EHEA) by offering full degree scholarships to the best Master students worldwide.

Jean Monnet Actions (projects to be submitted by 26 February 2015)

Through its six actions, Jean Monnet aims to facilitate the introduction of European 
integration studies in universities by means of start-up subsidies.

Useful Links

Erasmus+ Lebanon www.erasmusplus-lebanon.org

Erasmus+ EACEA http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus_en

Erasmus+ EU http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/index_en.htm

EU Delegation http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/lebanon/index_en.htm

DGHE Lebanon http://www.higher-edu.gov.lb/

Tempus Lebanon www.tempus-lb.org

Tempus HERE Lebanon http://www.tempus-lb.org/?q=node/9

Tempus figures

58 projects funded in Lebanon, involving 22 higher education institutions 
(representing 85% of the total number of university students) and 20 non-academic 
partners.

LU        28 USJ     13 UOB    10 LAU     4 AOU     1 HU        1 LIU        1
MUBS  15 BAU    12 USEK     9 AUL     2 AUCE    1 AKU      1 MUT     1
MEHE  13 AUB    10 NDU      7 LSU      2 ESA       1 LCU       1 RHU      1

USF       1

Domains covered by these projects are:

Micro-finance, Urbanism, Tourism, Intercultural, Biodiversity, IT, Special education, 
Doctoral schools, Engineering andRenewable engineering, Agro Food, Facial surgery, 
Institutional capacity, Governance, Quality Assurance, Students services, Aircraft 
maintenance, Management, Leadership,  Internationalisation, University finance, 
Civic engagement, Neuroscience, Entrepreneurship, Sustainability, Employability, 
LLL, Education, Support to research, Green Engineering,  Distance learning, Climate 
change, Tuning,  Organ donation, Open Source software, Agriculture, Highway and 
traffic engineering….


