
European Union Studies 
EU studies teaching and research: Teaching EU-related subjects in UK, 

French and Polish universities and business schools

Prof. Jean-Marc TROUILLE

Jean Monnet Chair, University of Bradford, UK

Beirut, 12 January 2016



European Union Studies: Teaching and Research

• EU studies can be integrated into a wide range of academic disciplines (Economics, 

Politics, Business, Management, Law, History, Geography, International Relations, 

Peace studies, Public Policy, etc.).

• Interdisciplinarity is at the heart of the edifice.

• In many cases you can shape your areas of specialisation and gear them towards EU-

related topics and issues.

• Impact is key for Jean Monnet activities!

• The first impact happens through teaching. But: research also matters, especially for 

Chairs and Networks.



Research in EU studies

Important associations:

• UACES: University Association for Contemporary European Studies

• EUSA: European Union Studies Association

• ECSA-C: European Community Studies Association – Canada.

• Each country tends to have its own ECSA association, and sometimes others.



What it means to be Jean Monnet Chair, or to coordinate a Jean Monnet activity:
• External recognition as an expert in your area, prestige, enhanced academic credibility. Chair 

described by the President of the EU Commission and the DG Commissioner Education & 

Culture as ‘the highest academic award in the field of European Union Studies’. 

• A substantial financial manna, usually for the first three years, to set up a Chair or project.

• Opportunities! (Annual Jean Monnet conference in Brussels; Jean Monnet geo-thematic 

seminars on the EU’s neighbourhood policy; calls for papers; invitations to give talks at Jean 

Monnet Centres of Excellence or centres for European research, research partners, etc.)

• Link to the worldwide Jean Monnet Community: a thread, an ombilical cord binding you with 

like-minded academics. Be connected!

• The shared understanding that the Jean Monnet academic community represents important 

values. 

• The EU Commission does not dictate any agenda and fully respects academics’ views, no 

matter how critical you are (provided it is justified).  

• … And above all, academic freedom!



Teaching European Union Studies
My experience of teaching EU studies in a business school context of three European 

countries

• Expectations on Europe and perceptions of European integration vary considerably 

between observers outside Europe, and between Europeans themselves. 

• ‘Anglo-Saxon’ business schools (e.g. in the UK) have the most globalised and 

multicultural teaching and learning environments! Perceptions: distant from European 

affairs, with a focus on ‘Asia-Pacific’.

• In France: a more national and European environment, with a more European focus.

• In Poland: a ‘regional’, Central and Eastern European (CEE) environment. The focus/ 

approach is generally European and Central and Eastern European environment. 



Recent developments:

• The Jean Monnet Action is becoming increasingly global, opening new horizons on every 

continent: opportunities to be seized for academic partners outside Europe to ‘europeanize’ 

their curriculum! 

As an example: current application to set up a Jean Monnet Network to include Bradford, 

Lancaster, Corinth, and five East African institutions.

• There seems to be increased willingness on the part of the European Commission to call 

upon its Jean Monnet community as an academic think-thank to provide policymakers with 

feedback, analysis and recommendations. Faut-il servir le Prince? Or just explain how the 

world works? Pro and contra. 

• How your expertise, input and insights could make an impact and be useful. 



Finally, some food for thought:
• The fact that we are holding today’s event in a region of the world torn apart by devastating 

conflicts on Europe’s doorstep is significant. I believe it illustrates that Europe cares for its 

neighbourhood. 

• The times of reconstruction will come, as it did in 1945 Europe. I am sure that the entire Jean 

Monnet Community shares the view that Europe will be there to support it. Before this 

becomes reality, Europe will have to come to terms with its own demons. Europeans have 

built over the last seven decades a fantastic instrument of peace and soft power, but seem 

embarrassed when it comes to using it, or defending it against populists.

• As brilliantly exposed in the previous presentation, we do not only share the core values of 

democracy, equality, human rights and dignity, respect for minorities, non-discrimination, 

justice, solidarity,… The list is long. We also share a common enemy: intolerance.

• Our role as academics is to prepare the ground, to build bridges on the values that we share.  

In doing so, the Jean Monnet Actions provide us, academic ‘bridge builders’, with a most 

reliable framework for theory and action. 






