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The Incheon Declaration
A New Vision for 
Education 2030

A commitment to work towards quality lifelong 
learning opportunities for all, in all settings and at 
all levels of education with equitable and 
increased access to quality technical and 
vocational education ad training and higher 
education and research with due attention to 
quality assurance

Working together to assure 
Equitable Quality Education

and Lifelong Learning 
For All



The Sustainability Goals (SDGs)



Sustainable Development Goal: 4

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
lifelong learning opportunities for all

Target 4.3 
By 2030 ensure equal access for all women and men to 

affordable and quality technical, vocational and 

tertiary education including higher education

Target 4.7
By 2030 ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge 

and skills needed to promote sustainable development 

including education, global citizenship and cultural 

diversity
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•Increased internationalization of higher learning

•Diversification of provision and providers – and the use of ICTs

•Demographic challenges 

•Massification of higher education

•Mobility – both inter and intra-regional

• Financing HED

• Governance HED

• Corruption

The New
Global 

Horizon of 
Higher 

Education



Student numbers are exploding around 
the world, as there has never been a 

greater need for a good tertiary 
education. 

Emerging economies will have around 63 
million more university students in 2025 

and the number worldwide is expected 
to more than double to 262 million by 

the same year

Refugees and IDPs. 

Higher Education Matters



In 2015,  4.7 million 

students went abroad to 

study – equal to 1 in every 

40 students globally. This 

number is predicted to 

double by 2025.



Innovative Higher Education:
Essential Directions for the 2030 Roadmap

 Responsive study programs and curricula that provide 
graduates with the skills and competencies demanded of the 
modern labour market

 Institutional research that adds value to national, regional 
and global development aspirations

 A diversity of institutions that caters for a new generation of 
non-traditional learners

 A system of instituions which embraces the use of 
technologies to expand access via distance learning platforms 
and generates enhanced learning experiences

 Systems of Higher Education that position a process of 
continuing quality enhancement of teaching, learning and 
research impact above all else.
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UNESCO Recognition Conventions:
Mobility and Quality Assurance

• Strengthen regional academic mobility

• Promote regional cooperation in higher education

• Promote democratization of higher education and lifelong learning opportunities

• A framework of quality assurance for the diversity of higher education provisions
- National/Regional Recognition Information Centers
- Data, Indicators,..

• Serve as a standard setting instrument involving all states in the region



UNESCO Recognition Conventions: 
Regional Consistency in Recognition Processes

• Transparent information of quality assurance processes for HE

• Open mechanisms for information about higher education institutions and 
programs

• Trust building between different national institutions and competent 
recognition authorities

• Greater shared understanding of fair and reasonable processes and 
procedures for recognition



The First Generation of Regional Conventions

on Recognition (1974-1983)
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Adoption Region Official name

Mexico City, 

19 July 1974
Latin America and the Caribbean

Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher 

Education in Latin America and the Caribbean

Nice, 

17 December 1976
Mediterranean

Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in the 

Arab and European States Bordering on the Mediterranean

Paris, 

22 December 1978
The Arab States

Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in the 

Arab States

Paris, 

21 December 1979
Europe

Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees concerning Higher 

Education in the States belonging to the Europe Region

Arusha, 

5 December 1981
Africa

Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Certificates, Diplomas, Degrees and 

other Academic Qualifications in Higher Education in the African States

Bangkok, 

16 December 1983
Asia and the Pacific

Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher 

Education in Asia and the Pacific



A Second 
Generation of 

Recognition 
Conventions

• Lisbon Convention (1997)

• Tokyo Convention (2011)

• Addis Convention (2014)

• Latin America and the 
Caribbean (2018)

• Arab States ( 2019)? - Sharm
Sheikh, Egypt 30.3.2017

- Cairo, 23-24 October 2017

- Rabat, February 2018

- Ministerial Conference 
2019
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When I wrote “The World Is Flat” in 2005, 
Facebook didn't exist; Twitter was a sound; the cloud was 
in the sky; 4G was a parking place; LinkedIn was a prison; 

applications were what you sent to college; 
and Skype, for most people, was a typo.

Thomas Friedman


